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everyone is prepared to Se ma a 
invest in a faster CPU or Sea Ces Vey coad | Gan 
motherboard upgrade. For- cp O 2 ee I 
tunately, in some cases the a E ET a 
computer may also be given ERU MENSE. T a 


a speed boost by software 


Freeware or Shareware? 
Although we truly believe in the concept of ‘freeware’, Waterfall Pro was very expensive to 


or hardware tricks. 


A computer is always too slow. Espe- 
cially if you are a power user running 
the latest software, a few megahertz 
extra are often more than welcome. 
Fortunately, you don’t have to buy 
anew hardware kit to make your com- 
puter a bit faster — there are other 
ways! Overclocking the CPU is still 
among the most popular alternatives. 
Essentially, the CPU is given a dock 
signal that is faster than the one it is 
officially rated for by the manufacturer, 
for example, 350 MHz instead of 
300 MHz. This works on nearly all Intel 
CPUs (with a few tricks, though), as 
well as on those from AMD and 





expenses, which is only fair. 
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develop because of the amount of hardware that we had to purchase (in order to support 
them with sensor module drivers). Therefore, all that we're doing is trying to cover our 
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the CPU voltage and temperature. The 
three best known are: 

Waterfall and Waterfall Pro 
cpu.simplenet.com/leading_wintech/ 

Rain 

cpu.simplenet.com/rain10.zip 

CPUidle 

www.stud.uni-hannover.de/~ goetz/ 
There are also ways to make the CPU 
faster by changing a couple of internal 
settings. Once a popular method with 
the earlier CPU generations produced 
by Cyrix and AMD, it is no longer nec- 
essary with the latest CPU types. One 
program, CPU booster, should be 
mentioned here, however, because it 


may be useful to owners of ‘older’ 
computers. It may be found at 
www.geocities.com/SiliconValley/Vista/7532. 
The maker of this program claims that 
it speeds up nearly all older processors 
without having to increase the clock 
frequency. For the rest, the story is a bit 
murky. Nonetheless, we did give the 
program a test spin on a couple of 
computers in our offices. The results 
varied widely. No speed increase was 
noticed on newer PCs, but users of 
older ones with a 486 or older Pentium 
at least were under the impression that 
the machine went faster, so we Say it’s 
worth trying. 


IBM/Cyrix. Lots of information on 
overclocking methods, results and 
related aspects may be found at 
www.sysopt.com/overc.html and 
www.tomshardware.com/overclock.html. 
A major problem with overclocking 
is the extra heat the processor will pro- 
duce asa result of the higher clock fre- 
quency. Increasing the size of the 
heatsink/fan combination may not 
always be suffident. Fortunately, a cou- 
ple of small programs are available on 
the Internet that lend ahelping hand 
in preventing early CPU demise asa 
result of overheating. Basically, these 
programs insert halt instructions in the 
program code when the CPU idles. In 
this way, the CPU temperature can be 
made to drop by 10-20 degrees. Some 
programs go one step further, provid- 
ing extra functions such as guarding 
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w Unofficial CPU Booster Homepage - "The program that Intel doesn't want you to know abou... |_ [ol x] 
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"The program that Intel doesn't want you to know about!" 
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Welcome to the Unofficial CPU Booster Homepage. First off I'd 
like to say the following: "I DIDN'T MAKE THIS PROGRAM!" 

E There, now that that's out of the way I can tell you a little bit 
§ about the program. 


CPU Booster was made by a guy who goes by the name of Dr. 

Schwinn, That's not his real name, but if he want's privacy then 

® that's what he's gonna get. The CPU Booster was created when 

f Dr. Schwinn realized something about the 386 he was working 

on. It was "friggen' slow. So over the next few months he 

worked on it and then the 486 came out and after that the 

© Pentium. To make the story short, after two years of work he 

E had it working for most of the recent processors (including 386, 

ESS 486, 5x86, and Pentium). xl 
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